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THE SABBATH SERVICES.

Whe Perpetual Proclamation and Praise of
the Puraclete by the People and Preach-
ers, Prosaically and Poctically.

—_—————

A Sunny Sunday in the Sireeis
and a Solemmn Omne in
the Sanctuaries.

Hepworth On the Ashes of the Hub and
the Lessons of Its Horri-
ble Visitation,

CHAPIN ON THE CONFLAGRATION.

The Morality of Boston as Compared with
f the Mad Wickedness of Chicago.

Trothingham Favoring the Medicere
; Place of Worldly Position.

Dhe Church for the Five Tundredth Time
Likened to a Mustard Secd.

Can There Bs Anything New wn
: a Sunday?

POLITICIANS SERMONIZZD.

Disocourses Delivered Yesterday in Brookiyn and
Jersey City by Beecher, Talmege
and Father Lory.

' The sllvery-volced bells rang out yesterday morn-
ng to a clear, sparkling sky and a cheeriui, glow-
ng earth, The air was cold and the edge oi the

E'rnaza was keen, but the universal snnshine that
wras poured down by the generous sun glistened
Rhrough every atom of atmosphere as If it were a

‘Areamy sca studded with gems, Nature, of course,

was in mourning in the parks of the city

Bud on the banks of her skirting rivers,

.but her funereal garments were of the bright

warm tints of Autumn, with russei stresks inter-
Epersed, and by the slight snow of Baturday even-
Ing they were (ringed as with Aretie fur, with deli-
cate flakes of white, that twinkled and biinked in
the sun as did the diamonds that seemed scattered
pver the pale carpeting of the earth. The streets
Wwere wet and muddy, but were carly filled by the
guiet stream of church folks, npon whose faces the
brightness of the sky was lightly reflected
Jo gentle smilles. Briskly they wended thelr
way toward the solemm  portals, while
8l the air was animate with  the
garollings of the rich-toned bells; but an hour later
the streets were almoat silent and deserted, while
within the sanctified walls of all the mefropolitan
temples thiere were sounds of prayer, praise and
Ppreaching. It s thus that New York worships,
ciad lo elegant clothing, in pewa more Aoely up-
holstered than many of the homes of the occupants,
while on the morrow the paths of weary toil and
Lired thought or selfish pleasure sre trodden by
the worshippers ol to-day, unmindful ol the coming
in the future of yet another Sabbath. Dut still
the peace and pensive musie of yesterday's throng
and of yesterday's church bells 1s not easlly disal-
pated in the memory, and 15 not without its lasting
gmect of good upon the slu-laden atmosphere of
pur great city.

The religious services in the various churches
festerday were very well attended, and the scr-
mons were mostly of a very Interesting character,
ps will be seen by the following accounts,

CHURCE OF THE DISCIPLES

Che Boston Fire in its Worldly and Re-
liglouas Aspects=The Only True Rock of
Suppert—=Scrmon by Rev. George H.
Hepworth.

There was the nsual large attendance at the
pervices yeaterday morning at Steinway Hall,
where the nucleus of the Church.of the Disciples
Btill meet for their Sunday worship. The elogquent
pud popular pastor, Rev. George H. Hepworth,
preached, aud gelzing, as he almost nlways
does, the topte of the hour, selected as the subject
of his discourse “Great Ca'amities and their Les-
gons,' a subject, of coorze, suggested by the late
terrible fire in Doston. His text was Judges, xx.,
40t
STHE FLAME OF THE CITY ASCEXDED UP TO

HEAVEN,"

They had lately, he began, stood in the presence
of many and great disasters. Property and life had
been destroyed to such an e¢xtent that the whole
mvorld seemed to be startied, It was only his prov-
Jace to speak of it In the lght of religlon: he left it
to the political economists to study the causes, and
to the committee of investigation to exam-

fne the subject thoroughly, fucluding that
pof  Mansard roofs; end first, mind, in
B religlious light, they were taught Dby

THE GREAT BOSTON FIRE,
e great lesson of dependence one on another.
Mo one can climb without dragging others up. No
ne can fall without dragging others down. Tbe
1d question, “Am 1 my brother's keeper ' was
Lkedm the fires at Chicago and Boston. The
Jpusiness of a great city resembled a row of bricks,
one of which cannot fali without the others falling
100. Dusioess men came incontact. What affects
pue affects another, The welfare of a great city
depended more than anything clse upon the per-

Fonal honor of its merchants—an honor that should
ave s loondation in the
HARDPAN OF CHRISTIAN FAITIH.
. ‘This honor was everything. All through the busi-
meas of the community there ruus the stiver thread
of Chiristian ialth, No one could rise or fall, or rest
or lle idie, but he affected the whole, After en-
jurging further on this point he took up the char.
noterigtic ol our natlonal powers of recuperation,
MWhile the fire flend burns all our riches, encrgy
‘fnd ambition and hope and falih are leit, and thess
are the best riches thnt men can have., These men
are specimens of an American product. They were
rieh on Saturday mglt, they were poor on sunday
sworning; on Monday morning they began e
nnew. ank God for our country, where he is no-
biest who climbs highest und works hardest; where
pirth is pothing; where character, action g
verything. In this connection he drew a graphie
Wetdre of the attempt of a man trying to save a
woman'e life at the late Boston fire, and how Loth
perished by @ wall crushing upon them. No port
(would nni his pame. He traced our natlonal pro-
ress Lo the system of common schools, and then
riowed the enervating effect of too assidious at-
gention tv business, Cur youth are trained in
L] A HOTBED OF EXCITEMENT,
¥le would have reading rooms and gymnasiums
avhere now are rumshops. What wad lacking was
moral eulture. Were the, dnms their duty to-
ward their cnlidren ¥ T seeds of Christian
fuith should be sown now. He looked In alarm
pn the attempt to interfere with the Ilittle
re us instruction given from the desk of onr
ublie schools, ‘They ehould lay their hands on
ir hearts and swear that the Bible shall not be
ken from the public schools, There was no fear
of children getting too much religion, They would
bo thankful if they got any, Finishing this topic of
lils discourse he proceeded to siow
i THE UNUERTAINTY OF RICHIES
as another lesson of great calamities. If they were
to chose city thought to be safest from u great
fire it would Lave been Boston. The fircfiend went
there; house after house tumbled to the ground;
aore after sere was burned over, What was granite
what lront The fire only stopped at the water's
pdge. A more elegant portrayal of i great fire can
huraly be una'meé‘tnmn that fvilowing. From this
ploture
w—— THE WRECK OF MATTER,
Lie turned to cheer his eager speil-ound lsteners
with & bright and eqalall:r eloquent drawn pletare
of what In this world was real, substantial, per-
manent faith in God. Here was eafely. Tlere
was safcty nowhere else, There was a tiod above

them., Toere was & Christ above them. Let them
loge their money and there (8 manhood lert, Let
them stand on the grave and thelr thonghta are
among the stars, Boul wos Aafe with Goa., He
did not feel that he had talced to them as he wonid
like. All he could say in conclusion was Lo put
their trust in Christ Jesas and all would be well,

SEVENTH AVENUE PRESBYTERIAN OHURCH

The Boston Conflagrution—Its Great Los=
sons=The Public Press and the Firce
The Morality of the Hostonlans Not
Betier than the Wickednoss of the Chi=
cagonna,.

The morning services In the Seventh Avenue
Presbyterinn chiurch were yesterday conducted by
the Rev. 8, . Grabam. The congregation was
large, many having attended for the purpose of
hearing the pastor discourse on the groat confla-
gration that has devastated Boston, The revorend
genticman chose as bis text Psalma civ,, 4. He
commenced his sermon by makimg allusions to he
great effocts that sometimes spring from very
amall and insignificant eauses, Only A week ago
It was seen how, from a comparatively small be-
ginning, thut fire spread throughout Boston which
has devastated some of the grandest structures on
the Continent, Inone hour they have scen what
had taken years of tusbandry to accumulate com-
pletely destroyed by the ravages of fire, The les-
gons to be derived from that confagration do
not speak slmply to the inhiabitants of Bostong but
It may be conlemplated in ail the land 1o which
wa live, and by the werls wherever Lie news of
that great fire has been carried,

THE THREE GREAT LESSONA OF THE FIRE.

Now, U that lire is a minlster of God, what does il
teacht What service does it render Lo the csuse
of the great Author of the universet Thesc are the
questions wilch a consideration of the great
cilamity suggests, and it i3 proper to look nt them
under three aspecis,  First, as ita natural leasons;
pecond, a4 its providentisl lessons; aud third,
a8 it gracious or mereiful lessons,  In the natural
lessons we learn how much weaker sclence I8 than
the laws of nature—that is, God's laws of nature,
We live ina land which boasts of ingenuity and skiil,
and much of the boasting has been vain Loasting
a4 the fire Lo Boston ntlests,  All the resources jor
the extloction of fire had been procured; all that
mechauism and lngenwity could accomplishiiad boen
pecomplished, and the people ol Boston supposed
that they were periectly safe from uny assault that
fire might make upon them, And yet God in &
gingle hour proved that the greatest ingenulty and
wisdom of man can sugiest is but & drop a8 com-

pared with  the great power of [Iis
will. The laws of mnalure are [egqnently
more powerlul than  the laws of science,

than the ingenuity and skill, and philozophy and
wisdom of man, 1t has been saul by those who
Wore copaple of judging that perbags no city iIn
the land 1 which we lve was 80 Impervious
to tire 88 Doston.  And yel what was supjoscil to
be fireproof bulldings, containing the posscsslous
of the vleh ones ob the carth, have pissed away in
one day. There s po exception made to the gen-
ergl prineiple thit the thinga ol Lhis earth do “take
to themsolved wings and 0y away.” 1t teaches the
guprems folly of supposing any one rieh, and of
Bupposing no one can lose his posscasions, I'eople
are upl to suppose thai they stand in need of
nothing; that they are indepeudent of any ageucy
or instrumentality whatever,  Why, there s no-
thing in thls world but what s subject to somo
of the elements thot God has In store and which
have already utte; iy destroyved the proudest and
greatest and most periect works ol ma,
THE PROVIDENTIAL LESSON OF THE FIRE.

The gheence of sutlering in connoction with the
lute fire {4 something for which we had reason to
be thaukinl, How differcnt was the case in con-
neciion with that ealmmity wileh occurred thirteen
months ago in Chicago! Well, then, the people of
Boston and the other cities have seen, in the ab-
sence ol that suffering, mercy tempered with guu-
tice, and they could see alsu o cure in connection
with theas fires. Providence teaches In the late
fire not only New York aud the adjacent cities, but
the wilole clvilized world, instroction and warning,
The lesson 8 very Instructive, The words wileh
we read in these Aames rre not in italles, but In the
lnrgest capitals. Every single word and gyliable
aud ietter ure made waniiest,

THE FILE UMBLES BOSTON,

One good thing in connection with that fire (s
thit It hos o tendency W humble Doston, 1t might
be that New York may pe humbled by the same
means, The evident interprotation of the great
calnmity I8, in other words, that the foundation of
Boston imust be laid 1o the truth agd God's Word
beiore It 15 sude, and the foundations of the clty of
New York must be built upon the Word of Ged he-
fore it is sale. DBut the fire wurns as well as in-
strucis, amd it shows that the very clements which
In ordinary cireumstances are our slaves moy at
times become our most dostructive enemies, ‘rhe
very air we breathe may become 8 tempest, o tor-
nudo or hurricane, and thus prove one of the most
terrible agencles tor our descroction. 1L 18 well to
recognize that while these elements of God are
used for His glory, they are also given 10 wankiud
for theiwr benetit,

THE DEFICIENCY OP THE PUALIC PREFS.

In viewing the providence of God in I8 merciful
aspect it 18 seen that It lits the heart from the
creature to the Creator. There was no such con-
fesslon a8 that In the secular papers which con-
teined glowing accounts of the catastrophe, It
would have been productive of much good had
somne allusion been made in the daily press to the
spirituni aspect of the great confagration, The

ress talked about archltectnre being at fault; but
1 the fire did not Lt the hearts of men irom the
creature to the Creator and the lesson falls of 118
reaults, then the calumity must be turned in some
other way and perhaps with greater fires than
ever, It Boston does not profit and every uation
does pot proflt through Doston's examble—that
example which las cost her many millions of
do!lars—then the lesson of the great lire has lalled,
I it dees not teach a great lesson to the people of
New York then it may lmpren that o similur judg-
ment may overcome this city,

LOSTON'A INDEPENDENCE AND MORALITY.

RBoston is prond of isindependence, 1t does not
depend on New York or Philadelphia, and has little
dependence on any other city io the worid, 1t
tnought it was an independency: but what I8 its
lude;{cndcm: now? It will be providentlal to the
EMP ¢ of that efty Il they remember that God's
ouor aud God’s truth are far more important than
the truth and honor aml integrity and intellect-
unlity of Boston or a thousand cities, Boston,
with all 1t8 morality, was no better than Chicago,
with all its wickedness, Here are two extremcs.
The one exceedngly wicked, and the other re-
markable lor morallty, but for no genuine,
Godilke or Christllxe religlon. Now, what
was the evil?! Hoston was remarkable as
being the birthplace of American liborty ; but evén
though that was the cage, had they aright to com-
plain of thelr sulferings in view of the absence of
religion. God would teach nations and States and
individuals and the world that He is all-poweriul
and that all things, whether gold or silver, whether
Lomds, mortgages, real estate or stone, belonged to
Him alter all, and they should learn that His
glory Is of more importance than thelr conceit, It
will b2 & valuable lesson to those who have wit-
nessed Lhe great event I it will change thelr rel-
glon of intelectoality and morality into a religion
ol Jesus Christ, It 13 well known that o Boston
there have sprung up a gréat many

IBCCLESIASTICAL  18M8,

and we are told that these isma are not lnspired
by the n;t:irlt and religion of Jesus Christ  There-
fore that contagration will be valuable to them |t
it produces a change in this very respect, Morality
is no better than wickedness, and will save a soul
no more than blasphemy can. It Is & currency
that passes atits true value with some men; but
nevertheless there is nothing that can wash away
sin but the blood of Christ, and every doctrine
which excludes the person anid work of Christ—the
great atonement—incurs the highest penaities,
The people of Boston never recognizod Jesas
Christ In a great measure, and i they do not
recognize His power now another thunderbolt may
be thrown at theun.

CHURCE OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY.

Dr. Chapin on the Boston Fire=The Los=
som To Be Learned from the Great
Catastrophe.

Dr. Chapin preached at his church, corner og
Forty-fiith  etreet and Fifth avenue, yesterday
morning, on the subject of the Luston fire and
other disasters which Lave recently visited our
country, taking for his text Job v., 0:~'*Although
affliction cometh not forth of the dust, nor doth
trouble spring out of the ground,”

The took of Job, sall the reverend gentleman, Is
o ¢ry from the heart, a story that comes to the
business and the bosoms of mankind, a narrative
of troubles and sorrows that came trooping toward
bhim and his household thicker than they could be
told. In studying it one sits down to pouder over

THRE MYSTERY OF EVIL,

There have been many troubles and disasters
gince the day of Jobh, but from each and all of them
has sprung this question of the mystery of evil,
Of one thing only we are certain, In all the great
calamivies that befall us, s in the daily recurring
changes of patare, there is no chance work, There
is no chance Incident anywhere, The opposite
conclusion, if aceepted, must imply an athelstical
beltef, Then there must be Intention; ana in the
intention of the Providence that produces our
calamities lles the mystery of evil. AmMictlon
cometh not forth from the dust, nelther doth
trouble spring out of the ground, These words of
old are the words of to-day. They are the asser-

tion of a universal law of Providence, the religions
world nccepting Providence as a being whose cx.

pressed will 18 the meaning of the law. “While this
umiversal law is true of the materisl world, it

ta equally true conoerning the moral world, Lne
world of mind, of man; and as the mighii-st lorcea
of nature are invisible, 8o an invisible purpose ne-
tuutes the decds of & man's lfe, 18 1t that

makes
WHAT WE CALL HISTORY?
This Invisible pu! running throngh the lives
of men and of nations, The herolsm of one man,
the meanness, the lyunt]llﬁnr another, the imbe-
cility of n third, are” smelted by grand historical
mechonism  Into results, and what savea the
fruduct but this invisible purpose, toward whioh
he universal law of the moral world s guided ¢ No
51‘05& ublic eccurrence can be culled clther acel-
ental or insorutable, It I8 one of a serles that
Ravo their turn Jor six thousand
or 8ix milion years, and 1L means that
Providence 4 untiringly carrylng out it great
purposes, 1t feems that misiortunes gather Lo-
i_:i-t-:wr like birds swooping to their prey. e
womely sayings, “'Misfortungs never come slugly,"
*Jt never rains but it pours,” illustrate & truth
thit has been cxemplfied through all ages, The
preseat Lime seems 40 be
A OYULE OF CATASTROTHIE.

The voleano, the ourl.lutunke. tie tempest, the
flood, have oil srourged the world in their various
ways, and within a year the Eastern and tho Went-
ern horlzons of our own country have been Hghted
Ly the blaze of disastrous fres,  There 18 one
trenchant lesson all theso teach us at once,  They
teach that there fna Power gbove and beyonrd ua
against whom we can do nothiug; that we stand
upon grouwd which 3 insecure; thiat we own
trensures which will fade, and that our grauite
mausions will melt if that something alove 30
wills, and thut we are a8 naught before it A8 Lo
those who are

FLIPPANT WITIT THE WOLD JUDGMENT,
et the lesson be tawrht them as the coundellors of
Job were taught from the midst ol the torrivie
earthguake, Bul these grect calntdties teaeh us
wlao e lesson of the necessity of human care and
witohfloeks, 18 1t & mystery that the plague
ghould g2ek the inpure pluoes and the {oul spols,
and is human responsibillty clear when it has
pilehed ita tent where there were ranks of lving
men, and the night comeih and the ground is
stlewn with human carcases, and the ships wt
Bog are drbting charnela ¥ Heiouee has been gain-
ing the mastery over the pingue tiat comes rom
tles Bish, but does that gihow that its docad visits
fre any the less the work of I'rovidencs, or thatr
1ta dreadiul devastation 18 leas o witness to our
own carelessnessy  Odicors are neglectial, the ship
llns-.-:xwm‘l.hly. ti machinery defgctive, and a #torm
at sca adds another to our Lst of dire disasters,
‘I'nore I8 no calpmity thal does not have ita huwpn
8lde and presont these
LESSONS OF WARNING AND OF OAUTIGN
to the human mtelect, But there 18 one preat good
always subserved by thiese great catastrophes, The
individual man 18 advanced to o higher grand ur
by each recurring calamity. The busy chase alter
material good is suddenly checked, and man com-
prehends that there 18 s higher good. ‘The hie that
nasbeen nurcowed down by avarice to the aoquisl-
tion of material woealth alone comprehends how
frall and delusive has been his alin when s granite
blocks melt away like snow belore the five and the
Jeloascd forces of Nature break from their flery
womb, ot another great good Lhat is bern of the
Haiton tire 18 the sympnthy that is engendered in
the hearts ol all men by her inisfortune, und
THE STERLING MANIOOD

that Is eallea Into bLeing by tho demands of the
ovcasion, I nm not mysell of Boaton or ol Now
Epgland, but 1 love anid Lonor Boston, not for her
materyt! nuguisiions, not tor her grauite bMocks,
but tor Por institutions ol learning, her colleges,
her progross in (deas, her Intellees, her men. i
can see in the demeanor of her sona to-day the
retflex of thelr fathers, 1 sec tho iathors in that
anoient Decembor snow, anld that ancient wilder-
nesd, bultding an empire on their Western rock, and
1dee the sons, with thelr fathers' spivit, maniulty
fghting the dames and nolly conlronting the dis-
aster that threatons rain.  ‘Fhere are gread lessons
and great good In all ealainities, for “addliction
comett not iorth irow the duat, neither doth tronble
spring out ol the ground."

8T, FRANCI3 XAVIER'S OHURCH.

Sermon by the Rev. Father Mcerrick, §.
J=What Constitutes n Catholiclely
there Salvation Outside the Catholic
Ohurch?

The sermon at this church yesterday was
preached by the ey, Father Merrick, who took for
‘uls text that portion of the Gospel of the day
wileh reads, “The kingdom of heaven I8 like toa
grain of mustard seed which a man took and sowed
in lis field ; wiieh is the least, indeed, of all seed;
but when it s grown up it is greatar than all sceids,
and becometh a tree so thal the biras of the ualr
come and dwell in the Lranchea thereof.Y The
Saviour, said the reverend gentleman, spoke in
parables, a8 was the custum of the people of the
Eust. It was by means of parables that the people
were taught In everytuing, and in speaking to
them in the parable of the mustard seed the
Saviour did that which woula have the most cor-
tain effect upon I8 hearars, The mustard seecd
spoken ol was the Word of God, the great tree
which sprang from it the Church of Christ, and the
birda that fiocked to its branches were the true
Christlan members o1 that Church—the children of
God,

THE ELECT OF HEAVEN,

The reverend Fatber then went on at considerable
length, arguing Lo sliow that the Roman Catholic
Church was the only trud Church. 1t it was not
the true Church then there was no God. Outside
of the Catholic Church there was mo salvation.
This was an article of falth in the Church, and
every Catuolic was Lound to believe it. But it
ghould be borne in mind that the Church had, so
to spenk, 4 soul and body, and that Catholica might
belong to the body withoul belonging to the soul,
and that non-Cathollcs might In reality belong to
the soul and yet not belong to the body, In other
words, it did ot follow that because a man was a
Catholic and outwardly practised all that his re-
ligion exacied of him he was any surer of his sal-
viution than o pon-Catholie. If he sinned in secret,
although he might have faith of that kind that
moved mountaing, and to all appearances was

A GOUD CHRISTIAN,
he was certuin, U he died in that state, to be
doomed to eternal punishuent.
Catholic belonged to the hody of the Church and
not to the sonl. He had falth, it 18 true, but faith
alone cannol secure our eternal galvation,
GOUD WORKS
mnst accompany faith, and withont good works
and lalth combined it was impossible to please God,
Now as to the non-Uatholica who belonged in
reality to the soul of the Catholle Church, There
were undoubtedly many persons who were not
Catholics as lar a8 attending the services in a
Catholic church were concerned, and wino of course
did not _partake of the racraments, who were in
reality Cutholica, The teaching of the Church that
outslde of the Catholie Church nobody could be
saved did not mean that everybody who was not a
Catholic would be damned; that because a man
was o Presbyterian, a Methodist, an Episcopalian or
because he belonged to any Protestaut sect, he
was nect‘narii_y doomed togo to hell. Such was
not the teaching of the Catholle Church, AS he
had sald before there were those who pelonged Lo
the soul of the Church and not to the bocl{. These
were In reality Catholics, True they might not
“belong™ 10 the Catholie Church as the term ls
generally understood, but they were for all that
Catholic in the true sense the Church means it to
be understood, And who were these Cathollcs who
did not “belong' to the Church and yet were Cath-
olica ¥ They were those who led good lives, who
belleved In Christ and were Ignorant of the fact
that the Catholie Church was the only true Chureh;
who, in other words, were anxious to be right an
who prayed to God and strove to find out whether
the religion they followed was really the right one,
und, who, il they became convineed that the Cath-
ohe Chiutch was
THE ONLY TRURE CHURCIH,
would join her commumnion. These were really in
the eyes of the Church Catholies. Still this i8 no
reagon why those outside of the Enie of the Church
shouid think that they were all right and that they
could secure thetr salvation as easily out of it as in
ity for these only who did not decelve themselves
Into the bellet 15&( they could jog along tiirough
Ife on any road aud yet reach heaven were Citlio-
lica belongiog to the soul of the Church, though not
to the body, And It was casy to decolve ourselves
into this Kind of bellef, We were living in an age
of infidelity, ol materiallsm, of anti-religion, Wwe
could eaglly deceive ourselves by our sell-love by
our ambition, by onr vanity, by our love of the ap-
Pplause of the world, into the betiel thut because we
did no great wrong to anybody,
WENT TO OHURCH REGULARLY,
and to all outward appearances were good Chris-
tians, had faith in all that the Church teaches and
yet inwardly were guilty of some morial sin, we
would be saved. A man of that stamp, even though
he was 4 member of the Catholic Chureh as lar us
ountward signs went, was not a Catholle, Better
far that o man were & wild Indlan, born in the 1g-
nurance of the wilderness and ignorant of the
Wori of God, than to be a Catliolle only 1h pame In
a great city where his mode of life would scandal-
ize other souls that God desired to save. To be
pleasing to God, to make our salvation sure, we
should have charity in our hearts—the love of God
above all things. e who had this must be g be-
llever in God and would do good works, and live a
life outwardiy and inwardly that God would re-
ward b;l lie of eternal happiness. We might by
being Catholles outwirdiy only decelve ourselves;
but we could not decelve God, He alone knew our
inmost thoughts—our most secret acilons, By
them a# well as by our actions that our neighbors
conld bear witness to we shiould be judged. The
reverend Father then closed by exorting W8 hear.
erd to ao live that they woull receive the recom-
pense which God reserved for those only who
served Mim fnithfully here on eartl,

LYRIC HALL,

Nelther Poverty Nor Wealth Desirable for
Mankind=The Advantiages of the Poor
Over the Hich=The Poor Women of
America=Sermon by the Rev, O. B,
Frothingham,

The hall looked wvery well yesterday, having,
since iast Sabbath, recelved a new lrescoing: and,

This kind ol a.

contrary to what might hswe been cxpected from
the sudden change of weather, contalned an un-

usually large congregation. Mr. Frothingham
preached on y
THE PERILE OF FORTUNE AND MISFORTUNE,

baving for his text Proverbs, Xxx., B, 8—*“Qive me
neither poverty nor riches,” &c¢. These words are
asoribed to Agur; but who he was nobody knows.
The remarkable thing about this prayer is its mo-
tive. It is a common thing to deprecate poverty,
and s few deprecate wealth; but It is not a
common thing lor one to think a8 Agur did.
He prefers the temperate Zonoe : he would have
each season In ita turn; he would not be cternally
pinched with cold nor parched with heat. And
Agur s right. The cxtremes of poverty are no
more to be dreaded than the extremes of weulth.
Look at the Esquimaux. His fummer [a8 too short
for the ripening of fruit and vegetables, Thelr
belng has no development. They have no time to
cultivate thelr mind, their civilization, thelr re-
lglon, Bo with the other extrems, The South
#en lslander has notmng to think of. His .oud 18
the aruil; hig covering i4 the leaves, What induce-
m ni has he for work? They have no religion, but
overwhelning superstition. They have no ltera-
ture, no science, no art and clvilization, Men speak
of the virtue of the poor,

THE BEXTREM OF THE I'OOR IIAVE NO VIRTUE,
Thoy cannot aiford it,  Conscience Is too expen-
mive, They must siruggle for life. Al their wenl-
Utoa are tuned to lustruments lor gain, Among the
rioh s character uny viper? Do you find the rich
lending the great resorms ¥ No, they have not time.
Gol is merely the grand maker ol all, aud they
merely

TAKE CIIRIST INTO A PARTNEREHTP
with their joys. It I8 ouly in temperature that
things are evenly balanced for the developient of
munkind.  With the extremes of wealih und
poverty we have nothing, What ure tis poor—
what are the rich ¥ Are the poor dependent and
the rich independent? Nobody 8 taken up in arms
and carvied through the worid, and if A il B 18
ruined, Another deinition ia thut the poor man's
strugale 8 hard ard desperate, while tho rvich
man’a labor is light aad nis profits large, What
bhappened in Clicago s year ago, and in
BOSTON BEVEN DAYS AGO ¥

The poor man I8 he who slruggles for lfe; the
rich man i8 ke who ives without a stroke of labor,
The mun with ittle means but with 1ew wants s a
rich man, aod the mao with 8 wlllion but who
hug to work i8 u poor man. 'The gquestion I8 which
stiate I8 more lellcltous, those who hiave small lubor
and large proftd and those who have great labor
and giall profitet Happiness 18 the leeling we
have ol things about us. It 18 the titillation ol wor-
tune, Happiness depends much upon health, and
wiio shall suy that the peor have not ¢8 much heaith
a4 the rich ¥ Happiness depends upon fempera-
ment, the hablt oL rejoicing when joyous things
come on and of hopefally facing a darkened lutura
and who shall say that the poor have not as good
toeriperaments a4  the rich? Hlut they are

moat in  the way of overcoming infelleity
who  are  busy. Even men of melan-
clioly  temperaments rise  above It all in

atringont emergionoics, And I believe that there is
maore real sauness pmong the rich thun among the
Ecnr‘ The rich ean rub their wounds; the poor

wve no time tor such an indulgence. And this is a
rr*:hsnu why the women of America are so allected
with

MRELANCHOLY AND ENNUL

They are 8o dependent. Give them employment,
and  this vaemty quickly vanishes. And 1 there-
fore bulicve that the poor have the advantage of
the rich in point of tewperament, They have still
another wivantage, Huppiuess depends upon the
fneulty of being surprised. The rich man, who al-
ways lus what he desires, enoys but 8 monoeto-
nois existences, Everythlug tout o poor man adds
to his srore {s & goal attained, Aud the poor have
the greatest chances for the highest humun devel-
opment.  Christ's (isciples were fishormen and
taxgatherers; Chilst himsell wias & carpenter’s son,

8T, STEPHEN'S CHURCH,

Sermon by the Rev. Falher Glackmoyer-
Progress of the Mission=The Parabio of
the Mustard Seed Again—An Appeal to
Ninners.

At St Stephen'’s church, Twenty-elghth street,
large congregations attended each of the masscs
yesterday morning. The numbers in attendance at
the high mass, which was celebrated at hall-past
ten o'clock by the Rev. Father Flynn, filled the
church in every part, galleries, alsles aud transept
being crowded. These extroordinary audionces
were dua Lo the mission now belng given in this
chiarch by the Jesuit Fathers, under the leadership
of the eloquent and learned Father Glackmeyer.
But not only at the services yeaterday has the mis-
alon attracted thousands to the religions exercis s
anid sermons, but every day for the past two wecks
the church and basemeut chapel have becn over-
fllled with persons approaching the sacrament of
penance and participating in the varlous dutles
prescribed by the misslonaries. During the past
two weeka the misslon was conducied exclusively

for women, nnd
THE FAI SEX

came hither from all parts of the city to unburden
themselves of tnelr manifold peccadilloes and ac-
quire that strength of heart and patient for-
bearance which, 1t I8 sald, eventually lead back
from wayward waya the very unruly lords of crea-
tion. For the ensuing two weeks the Fathers will
devote themselves entirely to the instructlon or
men, and the confessionals and services of the
Fathers will therefore be given to men exclusively,

A mass will be celebrated each morning at five
o'clock, without any iustruction, 50 that working-
men cun attend and be able after the mass to get
to work at the same hours as heretofore. Cons
fesslons will be heard every day from lour o'clock
in the morning until midnight, The enthusiasm
manliested by the people attending the mission is
8Sowething wonderful,
OLD APSENTEES
from church people, wno had begun to think that
religion wus all o humbug, have been biought back
to penitence and grace by the almost magic infu-
ence of the mission exercises, There 1sa sonies
thing in the missionary's preaching unlike the or-
dinury discourse on the ordinary sunday. The
mission and all Its surroundings seem to possess
most pecullar influences; but the missionary
preachlng in itself s a leature that is almost in-
s}:lrlus in the sudden eilicacy of its appeals aud Lhe
sincere response it meets in thousands and thou-
sands of hardened consclences,
terday morning was preached by the Rev. Father
Glackmeyer, who took his text from the Gospel of
the day, which narrates
THE PARADLE OF THE MUSTARD SEED.

This famillar parable was eloguently uﬁ:lulned by
the eminent Jesuit. The subject, so well suited to
the mission In which the parish is engaged, was
made use of to teach how the SBaviour, from His
first woments |n Bethlehem to His death on Cal-
vary, was the sced that, being put in the earch,

©W to a spreading tree, and how In the glorious

e¢aven above as well as in the Christlan Church on
earth Christ dwelleth, infinite 1n His amiability,
and still showing how the tree has grown [rom the
little seed. Tne presacher's exposition of the
‘Triaity, of the glory of God in the heavens, of

THE ETERNAL ECSTACY

of the hosts around them, was a powerfal
more e‘:gquent lﬂ::":EE

The sermon yes-

in the discourse, but no
contrast he drew between the Son of God sea
on the right hand of the Father and the Divine
Child in the manger, warmed only by the breath of
an ox. In speaking of the vanity of the world and
how flecting are its honors anu its glory, he al-
luded to a traveller's visit a few years alnce to
Paris, where the amiable and beautiful FEmpress
reigned in the most imperial dignity, fll ot lovell-
ness of mind and face, and then took the traveller
to the lttle English village where Engénle more
recently resided, und where she might be secn
with a face pale {rom FOTTOW,

HER BEAUTY FADED
and nothing left to ler but the calm and aweet re-
flections of her holy religion, In coneluding Father
Glackmeyer besought his hearers not to neglect
avalling themselves of the opportunity the mission
afforded them to approach the sacraments,

The music of the mass was Haydn's No. 2. Thias
mass, of course, was solemn and stately, not offers
ing to the singers any chance to revel in some of
the brilllant solos which are to be found In modern
compositions. Misa Howson and Miss Munier both
sang with thelr usual fidelity, and Coletti and Bern-
hardt were equally up to the mark, Danforth's
performance on the organ showed lis customary
care nnd ablhr.r. and sltogether the mass went
along adumirubly.

CHURCH OF THE MESSIAH.

Seymon by the Rev. W. H. Cadworthe
The Power of Failth in Chriast.

The Rev. W. H. Caudworth, of Doston, preached
yesterday morning in the Church of the Messiah,
taking for his text the exclamation of Peter, when,
for want of faith, he was on the peint of sinking
beneath the waves of the Sea of Galllee, “He lp,
Lord, or I perish." He began by telung the story
of this Incident of Peler's life.  Peter had sprung
overboard from the little vessel, filled with faith in
Josus, 1% was troe that he had recelved an invita.
tlon to do 8o from the Master, but %0 strong and

exalted was his falth that he would probably have
thus dispisyed bis confidence In the
BAVING INFLUENCE
of Christ even without any special encouragement ;
but after he had touched the water his faith evan.
fshied, and he gave way to the natural terrors of
his sitvation. Probably he could not swim, and,
overcomes with alarm, he cried out, in the ex
tremity of his need, “Help, Lord, or I perish.’' Mr,
Cudworth proceeded Lo apﬁply thls narrative to the
Christian life with muct Torce and eloguence,
Many of us, he said, labored and groaued aud
fretted under a load of
TROUBLES AND EMBARRASSMENTS

and A0Trows, nine-tenths of which, If we were wise
enough to have faith, we shiould throw overboard
as Peter did his vody, trusting i the Lord for helps
and asslstance. The proper course for us to pur-
sue wasd 10 Jdo all In our power tu ald ourselves

and then confide the rest to Christ, assurcd that
He would do all thinga for the best. In Christian
enterprises—Sunday schoo's and missons and
other similar undeﬂlllnla, how (requently we
fainted for fear of lancled troubles, msiead of
trusting in the Lord. l!abelllfs:vl.l indeed the
PALBY OF THH S0UL,

against which we should unceasingly struggle and
fight. With faith we might do all thinga; without
it we should sink, a8 diu the Apostie Peter. Andin
Eﬂ!lnz for help we could pot do better tham imi-
ate mnrltnrm the text, We mshould notscmsi-
mentalize too much; we should simply ask for
what we wanted most urgently af Liie present
time, and leave the rest to Jesni Mr. Cudworth
algo alluaed to the

MIRACULOUS PART
of this Gospel narrative, and said that it did not
frighten or pe: Plax him at all. He had confidence
in the uuezr ty and truthfulness and common
scnse of the Evangelists, and lLe believed simply
that what they sald had occurred had really ap-
penedhlnd that Peter by & miracle had been en-
abled to walk u]r'm the sca. He closed by au car-
nest appeal to his hearers to cultivate the Christian
duty of unbounded faith in Christ, -
Next Sunday evening this church will be the
soenc of An inceresting ceremony in the Installa-
tion of its new pastor, the Rov, . PFowers. ‘lhese
services amony the Unitarians, though gimple, are
vory solemn and impressive, and there will doobt-
legs be a lavge attendance. The ley, Dr. Bellows
will conduct the rites of or dination,

ST. PATRIOK'S OATHEDRAT.

The Progress of Catholicism=Sermon by
Father Starrs—Imposing Cercmonies
and Exquisite Musle.

The ceremonied of high masa at the Cathedral
yesterday were grand and imposing, rendercd
more 80 by the brilliant music which the choir dis-
coursed, Gustav Sehimitz's Mass No, 5, which Is
noted for 1t gimplicity and beauty, was rendered
by a full choir and & lrge chorus. Madame
Chomé's Interpretation of Mercadante's “Ave
Mirin,” which she sang at the offertory was re-
markably fine, a8 was also the quartet in the “Credo"
by Mme, Chom¢, Mme, Unger, Mr, Riedel and Mr.
Urcha,

Rey, Father Starrs preached the sermen, whizh
was founded on the text of the Gospel for the day,
Matthew, xiii., 81 and 35,

THE GIST OF THE BERMON

will be found in the lollowing surmimary:—In this

parable our Lord Jesus Christ apoke of the Church

Ile was about to found. He sald that at first it

would be like unto the mussara seed, but that in

time it would grow to ponderous dimensions, and
that all the nations of the earth, which are pre-

Bonted to ua as the birds of the alr, would come

and seek shelter under 15, In the history of the

Catholic Church we have the realization of the

parable. At firat It was small and insignificant; it

wad trampled upon by the pagan world; notwith-
atanding which It has strode on to its glorious
muniiest destiny, and I8 to-day the greatest power

in the civilized world, .

CHRIST WAS THE MUSTARD SHED

of which He himsell speaks, and the grand tree

which shelters the birds of the air s the Chiurch

which He buailt upon a rock,

The Churelr, Hke the plant which generated from
the mustard seed, hus been tline and agaln
trampled upon, but still to-day she stands forth
the same golid old editice, ngainat which the gates
of hell cannot prevall, and who does not feel the
adverse workings of men, which are but impotent
hend winds, which do not impede the progress of
the noble ship of Church |

‘The parable has again been realized in this Re-
publie, Thoss of you who have been in this
country for the Inst twenty or tweuty-five years
have witnessed

THE PROGRESA OF THE CHURCH NERE.

At firgt insigniticant and small, it has graduall

grown until now it extends (ta arms to the mos

remote corners of the land. Those of you who are
listening to me to-day have but an intimation of
of what the Church will be in a contnry from now,

You are the blocks in the edifice of the Church,

Stand firm and you will receive the meed of the

just—a blessing whieh T wish you all.

TRINITY METHODIST EPISOOPAL OHURCH.

Mecting In Behialt of the Church Exten=
sion and Misslon Work-—Addresaes by
Bishop Foster and General Fisk, of St.
Louls. i
A meeting in bohalf of the New York City Church

Extension and Missionary Soclety of the Methodist

Episcopal Church, of which John B. Cornell is

Presldent, was held (n the Trinity Methodist

church, on Thigky-fourth street, list evening, The

lurge ediflce was fillad to overflowing, indicating
the intereat of the Church in the labors of the

Soclety, which are for the purpose of carrying the

Gospel to those Ln onr city who, irom one cause and

another, never attend upon the minlstry of the

word at any of the various churches,

The meeting was conducted by Bishop Janes,
one of the oldest superintendents of that persua-
sion. After the usual religious exerclses, consist-
Ing of singing and prayer, the Bishop arose and
sald:—“We are assembled here as worshippers in

TUE SPIRIT OF WORSHIP, -
and thongh there is something of specialty in our
meeting, 1t 18 purely religious in Its character.

We represent here the aggressive ageney of our

Church; our object I8 the propagation of

the Gospel among muititudes who are per-

ishing for the want thereof.’” He then intro-
duced Bishop Foster, a former pastor and now
one of the superintendents of the church, In open-
ing he said he agreed with Bishop Janes that the
meeting was proioundly l‘et.ltﬂuua In its character,

He then referred to the spirit of gelfishness as the

besetting sin of humanity, 1t is, he said, the very

essence and root of all sin, and s the last form of
it from which the heart is purged, It is a seeming
anomaly that even those Christlans which have
the highest work of grace within them are tine-
tured with it, and this leads Christians to fall to
realize what their real daty ls, though when once
thouroughly convinced whereln It les they are
swift and energetic in its accomplishment. He
then relerred to the

OBJECT OF THE SOCIETY

and procecded to demonstrate the need of its

labors, e showed how the churches of the cit

were inadequate to the lation of all, nnd‘:

If they were, there were thousands who could not

be prevailed upon to attend them and who must

therefore, be reached in another way. The nee

once belng admitted the question arvse, By whom
must the soclety be sustained in its labors¥ Mani-
fesatly by tne Church, and by Its members who con-
stituted that Church. The responsibility is upon us
and we cannot shirk it; the mandate to preach
the Gospel to all nations i8 obligatory upon all.

To carry out the labors of the soclety money 18

required—not simply thousands, but hundreds of

thousands—and these expenses must be pald by
the Church. Those to whom we go will not pay;

Christ does not expect it of them, but of hls chil-

dren.  He represented the wealth of the member-

8hip of the Church In the city as from twenty mil-
lton of dollars down to absolute povert " I"iml tll"'
eir dun-

t“d that in the proper performance o
ies every one should contribute according to hls
means. He closed with a fervent appeal to God to
open the hearts of Lis people,

lJlshoP Janes then announced General Fisk, of
St, Louls. This geotleman has long been inte-
rested in

THE WORK OF EVANGELIZATION

in the larger clties, and his appeals for help to
carry on the lahors ot the society were earnest and
eloquent. He sald the census showed that nearly
one-fourth of our population was in the large cities,
In 124 of these citles there were 8,000,000 of
inhabitants, In New York there were 200,000 Irish
anl 150,000 Germans, who brought with them the
ideas and traditions of the 0ld World, He urged
the necessity of carrying the Gospel to those who
would not attend the churches, and of contributing
of our means for the accomplishment of this end,

The presiding oMicer then announced that a col-
fection would be taken up, and those who were not
prepared to contribute a8 much as they desired
would find slips of paper in their pews upon which
they could subseribe,

SECOND STREET CHURCH.

Sermon by the Rev., Dr. Astone‘Elece
tlons, their Purity and Meaning=A
Lesson for Politicinns.

Last eveulng the pastor of the Methodist Eplsco-
pal church in Second street, the Rev. Ilenry Aston,
dellvered an address upon “The Election, ite Re-
sults and Lessons,” The learned and fiunent
speaker commenced his oratlon by commenting
upon the uncertainty of all things mundane, He
elucldated {n & manner worthy of the
highest commendation the mysteries and
selence of “wvoting,” and then drew a clear
deduction by which all men may learn and become
wise, It was one thing, said the preacher, to have
sympathies, donbts and tenets; it was another to
believe lmplicitly. We may have faith and confl-
dence in 0 man, may be fully wllllmz] to ulplmltl him,
even in our honesty, yet, in the midst of this, our
absolute ignorance, we forget God aud pay

A PASSING THIBUTE
to Baal, while adoration of the ety I8 altogether

neglected,

uring the last few weeks, remarked Mr, Aston,
there has been a flerce confliet waging in this oty
It has not been, 88 many may deem It, n mere wordy
warfare; it has been & signal victory for those
who have contended against slavery and upheld
the frecdom of nations; it hos been & death-blow
to angrehy and tyranuy. Now, In the pleasant
time of peace, when the plonghshare supplies the
place of the sword and the sung 0l the woodlark
drowns

TR BCHO OF CANNON,

lot us join hands in peacerul friendship, and, gaz-

g tuwards the ever azure skies, thank our Fustor

Master that the evil dayw nave passed
haicyon era has at last arrived. 4 45 0

SUNDAY IN BROOKLYN.,

The Rev. Henry Ward Beecher's Weekly Instal-
ment of Eloquence—The Asoetio and the Prag-
tical—Talmage On the Commercial P.:'a.
tions of the Boul with God—The Mora)
Markets—The Loat Stock Exohange,

PLYMOUTH CHUBOH.

Mr. Beecher Preaches on ithe Usuy of the
Ldeal=A Oonsidoration of the Troubles
and Difficulties Arising from Its Um=
wise Use.

The first srow of Winter fringing the sidewalk
and the roofs of the houses with ité mantle of ume
sullied whiteness, and the cold biast of the north
wind, did not prevent the streets being lined yes-
terduy morning with & long procession of churoh-
goers, all wending their way, with gleesome fuces
and their best clothing, to thelr respective houses
of worship., Plymouth church had it8 usual crowd,
fliling every nook and corner,

Mr, Deecher preached the second of u eourse of
Sunday moruing sermons “on the ase of the ideal.”
His text was selected [rom the Flrsl Epistie of Paul
to the Corinthlans, the flvst chapter, the twenty-
seventh and twenty-elghth versea :—*Hut God hash
chiosen the foolish things of the world to confound
the wise, and God hath coosen the wedak things of
the world to confound the things which are mighty,
and base things of the world and thlngs which ot
despised hath God choser, yea, and things wiich
are not, to briug to might things which are,"

Mr. Beecher set out with a refeveuce o the
eriticlsms of commentators on the things see¢n and
unseen, as hinted at in the above passage, He
then dedned faith as that

FAR-SIGHTEDNESS

which lies outside the things thas are, The works

Ing force of faith was the Intellect quickened by

imagination. He then devoted himself to-the more

Immediate subject of hs discourse, which was the

conslderation of some of the diiculies and trou-

bles that arise from the unwise use of the ideal

There was, first, the unwise and ruthless dismem-

berment of the real from the ideal. Any form that

our ideal took must, to be useful to us, take inte
its conception the fact of the real. No man-in the
portrayal of passion, for example, could afford to
leave out the et of anger and certalu phases of
puassion, The jdeal spple must never beeome &

Fumpkiu. The ldeal palace must always have for
ts root the idea of a house. In tdedl musle

0 man wust never lose sight of the eleinents of muo-

Bical correct sounda. The world has for 6,000 yonrs

been in labor pains in trying to periect from (L8 con-

sclonsuess the idesl man, or @ perfect munhood.

In working this out the puﬁ'sluns and the ajpetites

ol men, which are Goa's piesence lo man lor the

compiete accomphshment of His work in hi

have not been so Mully considered as they shoul
be. The imporiant specialty of this idea1s found in
thie history of the individual, Men sesmed 4t one
time to be alraid of supposing that Chrlsuan char-
acter had sny naturalness mﬁt. In my day it was
deemasd presumptuons to apply the principles of
naturil philosophy to a portrayal of a solution of
this character. Thuos It was that

IDEALS OV CHARACTER,

or the men whose seraphic spicit, wnose wondrous

natural capacity, united with the action of divine

ﬁruuc. hadl left their mark upon the ages, were

eld up to the halting, striving, erring Ohcistian a8
tiie character he most attain to if he would realize
all the blessings ol  betier lie. All that was just
a3 regsouable a4 though he were to go into a publie
sehooland tell all the ehildren wlio could aing that
they must be young Beethovens wnd young Mo-

Eorid, A greater wistake even than this was made

in puttlu%_ this fdeal of Uhristlan ¢iaracter before

people. There was not ouly the specialty insisted
upon, as in
THE IDEAL MUSICTAN,

but a character with all the virtues, all the grac

were put belore you, and it was fusisted that th

character must be reéalized. It was leaving out ol

the requircment the fact that soime men are nok
born for the ecreating or embodiment of moral
ideas that resu.ted in much mischiel, There are
just ns muny gradations in moral creations as thers
are in intellectual. If any mun had the idea that
to be a religious man he must be o man who is te
walk In a high loftiness above his (ellows, and that
he was the man who was to recelve angels, il they
came, then he had an ideal that was a very tor-
menting one, and no scorpion from the pit could
produce more torture. Now, respect Ual-
vanism, bat ita tendency has been very

rejudicial, Of the one hundred men 1t has beea

nfluential in turning toward & consideration of re-
ligton it has turned seventy-five of them away from
it. Far be it from me to say that you should not
have an ideal. But the man should really know
what it I8, If you could have a bill of itema of this
ideal you wouwld so¢ that the stock lay very

largely lu
. FLESH AND BLOOD, ’
‘k?? Tmt not treat every man as thongh he had
orinna brow and a soul-lit eye. That would be
as thoagh you were to put the c¢lothing of o tall
man on to a small man; or that which
would be satill more perceptible, the elothing
of a Bmall man upon @& very tall man.
The Bible s the most human of all
books, Where Is there n higher ideal than that
whlch Christ lifts up¥ But what tenderness there
I8 In it to humanity. What significance there I8 in
the raying that the “publican and the harlot shall
enter into the kingdom of heaven beiore the
Pharisee and the rich man.'" It 18 4 foollah use of
Ideals when it tends to throw discontent upon our
lives, Neither must we have an ideal that is fas-
tidious and refuses to have anything but the high-
est. Asceticism has its weak side; the lime la
coming when the Church can afford to be rieh, The
time will come when men can atford to live In large
spheres of beauty, of lelsure, of fullness ot being, of
the complete enjoyment of all that is In the would,

TALMAGE'S TABERNAOLE,

The Wise Spiritunl Merchant = Staris=
ling Spiritunl Insolvency=Guarding
Agninst the Barglars of the Soul=Ne=
censity of Watching the Moral Mars
kets—=The Government amnd the Gold
Gamblers of Wall Strect = The Losg
Stork Exchange.

Mr. Talmage discoursed yesterday morning on
the wise spiritual merchant. The Tabernacle was
crowded. The overture to “Willlam Tell” was Mr.
Morgan's opening performance on the great organ,
and the services began as usnal, with the singlng
of the doxology.

Mr. Talmage's text was from Proverbs xxiil, 25—
“Buy the truth and sell it not.”  In the first place,
he gald, the wise spiritual merchant would not neg-
lect to take an account of stock. Once a year
all the goods must be handled, and
once & year the business man wanta to
Enow how much capital he has, He reviewed the
books, wrote them up, and drew out on & salr
balauce sheet all Wis worklly circumstances. In
other words, he looked over all the afairs of the
year to sce how he stood. Ought we not to be just
4s scrutinizing In matters of the soul? Why, the
Rothschilds or the Stewarts never did business of
such infinite importance as that going on in the
heart of every man and woman in that audience,
There were the goods—the faculties and energies

and passions of your soul. Thers were the liabil-
ities to temptation, to danget and death. Could it
be that we had not taken
AN ACCOUNT OF STOCK
and had been running this tremendous business
for eternity without drawing out our afairs on &
balanee sheet? True such a review was not pleas-
ant, nelther did any mendicant find it pleasant to
tuke account of stock. It was just as unplessant
Lo review our spmtuul condition, The fact wns we
were insolvent! We had been running this busi-
ness of the soul so poorly that we had to be wound
up. We could not pay one cent on a dollar, We
couid noi answer for one ol ten thousand of onr
tralﬂsgresslnnl. There was never in worldiy atfalrs
sue
A MIEERABLE FAILURE IN WALL STREET

nor State street as we nad made in spiritual afalre.
We owed God cvurx:l:inﬁ. Sometimes, when a man
was thoroaghly cornered in business and sat dis-
couraged, there came o rap at the door and an old
friend entered who got idm out of his embarrass-
ment. Just g0 while we sat down disheartened on
account of our sin, feeling there was no hope,
Christ rapped at the door and @sked what we
wanted to bring us out of these disasters, We
answered, “We want pardon, peace anil the eter-
nal galvation of the Gospel." Jesas sald, “There is
18, and now we did busiuess on an infinite capltal,
Now all the banks of eternity were ready with thelr
ioans, and we had on the paper the name of the

ing.
'l‘IFe wise spiritual merchant, continued the
preacher, wonld be on hia
GUARD AGAINST BURGLARR!
Would to God that we were as wise in regard te
gplritual burgiaries! There wore a thousand tem
tations and iniuences aronnd about our sounl's
saflety, remlf to blow It n}i OF blust it} ready to
ghove the bolt and steal the infinite and immortal
treasure.  Look out for burglars, Mere was i thie
stealing our Christlan faith, and 1t was very casy
to lose I, but not 8o easy to get It back again.
Here was another temptation trying to steal our
putience, putting something explosive in our tem-
per and trying to Llow It up; temptation to prida
gp:chllmiululuminc and neglect of the El’[‘l:l'. th!'rllg:
ernivy, made up o gang of d adoes tha
had broken out of ; g i
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and were prowling aroumd our souls, trying ta
take us captive aud steal ity treasure, and ia tha

o i

e




